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Trail Planning Process

ñPlanning is not a hoop to be jumped through.  Planning is stupidity 

avoidance.  Do good planning for all levels of trail work.òïTrails Handbook

http://www.flickr.com/photos/24560905@N03/2750816437/


1. Check Land Management Plans

2. Collaborate/Coordinate with Others

3. Analysis Requirements (NEPA)

4. Intended User Group

5. Trail Purpose / Objectives

6. Social Concerns / Issues

7. Trail Class / Specifications

8. Trail Funding and Construction

9. Trail Design and Layout

10. Operation & Maintenance Plan

Top Ten Things to Consider:



Land Management Plans

Refer to your existing land 

management plans for any

current direction / guidance 

for trails in the area and tier

your planning effort to those policies.



Collaboration Is Key

ÅCoordinate with other land managers

ÅDiscuss with community members 

ÅWork with trail organizations / clubs

òMany ideas grow better when transplanted into 
another mind than the one where they sprang up.ó 

ð Oliver Wendell Holmes

http://creatingminds.org/quotes/ideas.htm
http://creatingminds.org/quotes/mind.htm
http://creatingminds.org/quoters/quoters_h.htm


Environmental Analysis
National Environmental Policy Act of 1969

(Public Law 91-190, 83 Stat. 852; U.S.C. 4321)

ü Consider impacts on the environment. 

ü Document your planning process.

http://www.fs.fed.us/r3/coconino/temp-flyers/sedona-and-peaks.jpg


Environmental Considerations

Wildlife (T&E species, migratory corridors)

Archaeological /Cultural Resources

Watersheds / Viewsheds

ñA thing is right when it tends to preserve the integrity, stability, and

beauty of the biotic community.  It is wrong when it tends otherwise.ò

Neophron percnopterus



Who will be using the trail?

Intended User Group



Trail Purpose / Objectives

üProvide recreational opportunities currently 

not available by existing situation.

üOffer a variety of recreational experiences.

üChannel recreational use to appropriate areas

and properly distribute use to limit impacts.

Why are you building the trail?



Social Concerns / Interest
How does a proposed trail affect others and why?

üLack of Collaboration / Coordination

üProximity to Private Land

üHarm to the Environment

üVandalism / Vagrants

üAlters Existing Activities

üPerceived Cost / Benefit

POTENTIAL NEGATIVE IMPACTS:



Social Concerns / Interest
How does a proposed trail affect others and why?

üProvides Recreation Activities

üOpportunity for Collaboration

üTrail Connectivity

üEnhance Property Value

üAddress Other Resource Concerns

POTENTIAL POSITIVE IMPACTS:



Five Trail Classes:

Different Trail Classes / 

Different Specifications

Tread is intermittent and indistinct

Trail Class 1

Primitive / Undeveloped



Five Trail Classes:

Different Trail Classes / 

Different Specifications

Simple / Minor Development

Trail Class 2

Tread discernible and continuous, but narrow and rough.



Five Trail Classes:

Different Trail Classes / 

Different Specifications

Tread is obvious and continuous.

Trail Class 3

Developed / Improved


